The Mérieux Research Grants

Drawing on a long tradition and renowned expertise in challenging health and biology, “Institut Mérieux” is a holding company the main mission of which is to improve patient care worldwide with innovative solutions derived from biology and innovative technologies.
“Institut Mérieux” is a holding company, merging three companies in France, USA, involved in "in vitro" diagnostics, vaccines (both preventive and therapeutic) and food and water safety. Indeed, “Institut Mérieux” includes BioMérieux (in vitro diagnostics and industrial microbiology control) and Transgène (innovative immunotherapy) in France, Silliker (Food safety) and Advanced Bioscience Laboratory in the US. Also, the “Institut Mérieux” activities are tightly associated with those of "Fondation Mérieux", which promotes sustainable research and care development in emerging and developing countries in the field of the infectious diseases. 
“Institut Mérieux” strategic fields of interest are: infectious diseases, cancer, cardiovascular diseases (including stroke) and food and water safety.
The “Mérieux Research Grants” (MRG) and the "Starting Mérieux Research" Grants are launched by “Institut Mérieux” in order to seek and support, in its fields of interest, innovation at very early stages, through fertile partnerships with scientists and medical doctors from academic or private research institutions worldwide. 

These grants are generous, very flexible, and opened to any scientist worldwide. There is no specific dead line for applying. They are awarded upon examination of a short (three pages plus CV) proposal and a rapid (around one month) scientific evaluation. 

They are opened in priority to basic, clinical- and/or technology-driven research projects in the field of infectious diseases, cancer, cardiovascular diseases (including stroke) and food and water safety. Also, applications should show they might lead to novel approaches for in vitro diagnosis and innovative immunotherapy (including preventive and therapeutic vaccine, monoclonal antibody-based immunotherapy etc...). However any highly innovative proposal which might lead to significant advance, even though not directly related at first glance, will be considered.  Scientific excellence is the first and main criterion for positive selection.

Based on excellence, the selection will be stringent since the grants should really provide novel concepts. Tentatively, we foresee an approximate 20% rate of acceptation.

Two types of Mérieux Research Grants are available:

· The “Mérieux Research Grants" They will provide a strong financial support of 
      450 000 US $ for two years. They are dedicated to very innovative projects. 
-   The "Starting Mérieux Research Grants" They will   provide 100 000 US $ for two years. They are dedicated to very promising projects that will need further nurturing before full support.

Whatever the type of grants, the application should provide a Descriptive Document of 3 pages maximum plus a Supporting Document; 

The Descriptive Document will provide:
· 1) Information on the Principal Investigator (name and first name, title, gender, nationality, current organization name (if applicable), current department /faculty/institute /laboratory name, exact mail/phone and cellular phone/ fax and e-mail contact details).
· 2) Description of the Project (title, keywords, state of the art, expected results, methodologies required, ethical issues if applicable, expected valorization and application for Public Health or Food Safety, Innovative Potential of the Project, duration in months and budget). 

· 3) Information on the participants involved in the project (name, title, positions)
· 4) Information on potential subcontractors (third party which has entered into an agreement on business conditions with one or more participants and that can be related anyhow to the applied project  without the direct supervision of the participant or without a relationship of subordination); (name, position and exact mail/phone and cellular phone/ fax and e-mail contact details).
· 5) Information on the administrative official of the host institution (if applicable; person in charge of representing the host institution for intellectual property); (name, position and exact mail/phone and cellular phone/ fax and e-mail contact details).
· 6) Brief description, if existing, of the intellectual property policy relevant for the Principal Investigator, his (her) team and subcontractors; repartition of this property among the participants and the host institution.   
The Supporting Documents will include:
· 7) CV and achievement track record (publications, membership to steering committees, prizes award, patents … etc) of the Principal Investigator.

Agreements on the intellectual property will be discussed on a case by case basis with the Principal Investigator if awarded, and his(her) institution. Also, we will request a binding statement of the host institution establishing the conditions of independence of the Principal Investigator.
If granted, no intermediate reports will be requested. However, to attend a one day annual seminar which will gather the grantees for scientific presentation of their projects will be mandatory to receive the second year funding allocation(s). A final report would have to be issued at least 6 months after the end of the 24th month following the receipt of the first subvention. It will be carefully evaluated to establish which follow-up and outcomes of the work need to be considered eventually.

Through these grants, “Institut Mérieux” has the objective to build a network, a worldwide community of very high levels scientists who share the same interest in taking care of public health and fighting diseases. 
